
 

 

Dorothy Dunnett Centenary Gathering 
and Conference 2023 – Email Group 

 

Just below is the announcement of the Dunnett Centenary and Conference, made by Julia 
Hart to be shared at 2021 International Dorothy Dunnett Day events. 
 
I won’t add much, except to say that if you are at all interested in attending, please do 
subscribe to the Dorothy Dunnett Centenary Gathering (ddcg) email list/group, by sending 
an email to ddcg+subscribe@dunnettlists.groups.io 
 
On that email list, announcements will be made, feedback will be sought, and you can ask 
questions. And remember that although this email is going to DDS Members, we also 
welcome, as we always have, all Dunnett readers and their families and friends.  
 
So, send an email to ddcg+subscribe@dunnettlists.groups.io to follow along with the fun – 
and scroll down for the official announcement. 
 

 
 
 

Simon Hedges 
Chairman, Dorothy Dunnett Society,  
Scottish Charity No. SC030649  
History and Literature Together as One 
www.dunnettcentral.org  
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ANNOUNCEMENT AT IDDD 2021: 
DOROTHY DUNNETT CENTENARY 

GATHERING 
EDINBURGH, APRIL 2023 

Today’s the Day. Not just International Dorothy 
Dunnett Day. Not just the day when we meet, many 
of us in person, some virtually; many of us for the 
first time, or for the first time in years; to 
remember Dorothy Dunnett. Not just the day when 
we raise a grateful glass to her memory. Today is 
all of these, of course. But it is also the day when 
we can at last share certain plans for 2023, Dorothy 
Dunnett’s Centenary Year.  
 
Have you dreamed of visiting Scotland, but never 
done so?  
Did you feel bereft when the Dunnett Solstice was cancelled?  
Are you resident overseas, apprehensive at the thought of travelling alone to a far-off 
country, with unfamiliar currency, wild terrain, natives speaking in incomprehensible 
accents, and a dark and dangerous past?  
The Centenary Gathering is designed for you. And after it, you will be ready to adventure 
out on your own, should you choose to explore Orkney, or the Highlands or the Borders. 
We can help. 

 
Have you visited Scotland many times, and know it well?  
Do you think it would be hard to find anything to do that you have not done already?  
The Centenary Gathering is designed for you. 

 
Do you live in Scotland?  
Do you know every inch of it?  
Are you ready to see it with new eyes?  
The Centenary Gathering is designed for you. 

 
The idea has been taking shape for the last couple of months. My husband has watched me 
scurrying around (and has indeed been my kind chauffeur when I headed out of 
Edinburgh). Today I asked him what he thought was the most exciting single thing he had 
heard of so far about the plans for the Gathering. He said he was sorry he couldn’t be 
more helpful, but that really it was the whole thing – the scale of it – it was like a feast.  

 
It was the best thing he could have said. He didn’t know that feasting, with all of its 
associations, has become a kind of motif, one of the Society’s central images for our 
Centenary year. More about that in due course. 

 
Tomorrow, you and all DDS members will be invited to indicate whether you might attend 
the Gathering. Without you, it won’t happen. I can’t yet offer a detailed timetable, and in 
any case those who book places early will be able to influence some of the choices. But 
here are some clues to what you might reasonably expect. 
 
An extra-festive Edinburgh Weekend, organised by Jodie Robson, to include  
the DDS AGM.  



A Dunnett tour of the High Kirk of St Giles, followed by a rather special concert there.  
A visit to the Great Tapestry of Scotland, with the opportunity to attend a workshop.  
A trip to Melrose Abbey.  
A Dunnett tour of the Palace of Holyroodhouse.  
All these are optional, as are the other outings, such as Dunnett-centred visits to castles 
that feature in the novels, including Edinburgh. And Stirling. And Linlithgow. Maybe you 
could fit in a quick trip to Rosslyn Chapel? And a guided walking tour of Dunnett’s 
Edinburgh? And of course, as will be announced in December’s Whispering Gallery, 
immediately before the Weekend there will be a pioneering conference that will appeal to 
Dunnett readers who have a particularly broad interest in the history, religion, politics and 
culture of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.  
 
This time, it’s not Bruges, or France, or Malta, or Istanbul, or Venice, or Guinea, or 
Iceland, or Russia. Lymond is back. (And Nicholas.)   
 
Feuch an tig thu a dh’Alba.   
 
 
  
 

 

Julia Hart, IDDD, November 2021 
Trustee, Dorothy Dunnett Society                       

Scottish Charity No. SC030649  
History and Literature Together as One 
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