
Event Cost Attendees Total 
Cost 

Friday April 19 – Set evening meal at The Sheraton 
Hotel  

£30   

Saturday April 20th – Speakers, morning coffee, lunch, 
afternoon tea (all welcome), AGM (members) 
Please note: Members £46 Non-members £48 

£46  
OR 
£48 

  

Saturday Gala Dinner   £32                                                         

Sunday April 21st – Visit to Edinburgh Castle, guided 
tour, lunch, afternoon guided tours, The Real Mary 
King Close    

£42                                                         

Sunday evening – Private guided tour of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, glass of champagne and souvenir bro-
chure   

£30                   

Total    

Event Person 1 Person 2 

I wish to be in the following 
group on the Sunday afternoon 
(delete as applicable) 

Group 1(Royal Mile) 
Group 2 (Surgeons Hall) 

Group 1(Royal Mile) 
Group 2 (Surgeons Hall) 

Dietary Requirements (delete as 
applicable) 
If ‘other’ please enclose note 
specifying requirements. 

Standard 
Vegetarian 
Lactose Intolerant 
Other (see left) 

Standard 
Vegetarian 
Lactose Intolerant 
Other (see left) 

Memberships (delete as applica-
ble) 

Historic Scotland (Standard)  
Historic Scotland (Life) 
English Heritage  
CADW      

Historic Scotland (Standard)  
Historic Scotland (Life) 
English Heritage  
CADW      

Sunday evening meal at Il Cas-
tello (pay on night) for those 
NOT going to Holyroodhouse. 

 
Yes / No 

 
Yes / No 

Send  form and cheques, payable to the Dorothy Dunnett Society, to Kathleen Lewis, 
Pagewood House, Rectory Lane, Charlwood, Surrey, RH6 0EF.  
If you wish to pay by PayPal please contact Simon Hedges at simon.hedges@ddsoc.org 
Any queries contact Kathy on kathy.lewis@ddsoc.org  
 

BOOKING DEADLINE 1st MARCH 2013 

 
The Dorothy Dunnett 

Society 
 

Edinburgh Weekend 2013 
 

Friday April 19th to Sunday 
April 21st 

Information and Booking Form 



Dunnett Weekend Programme 2013 
 
The Dunnett Weekend will be fully Edinburgh based in 2013 and we hope 
this will give members and friends an opportunity to re-explore the city that 
Dorothy Dunnett regarded as home. 
We have put together two days of entertaining and informative lectures, de-
bates, visits and good food, and very much hope you will be able to attend. 
As usual we will be based in the Royal Over-Seas League (ROSL) with its 
wonderful views of Edinburgh Castle and the Princes Street gardens.  
Our traditional Friday welcome meal will be held in the newly refurbished 
Sheraton Hotel. This will be a three course set menu using fresh seasonal pro-
duce created for us by the restaurant’s chef. 
Saturday promises to be a magical day with a talk from Edinburgh Univer-
sity’s Dr Julian Goodare about Scottish witchcraft, healing and fairy belief. 
Later our distinguished member Charles Burnett, Ross Herald Extraordinary, 
will talk to us about the significance of the mythical unicorn in heraldry. Af-
ter lunch we will debate ‘Dunnett Mothers’ with the guidance of Pamela 
Gordon, and enjoy hearing the winner of the DDS essay competition. A musi-
cal treat will follow and then we will finish the afternoon with the Annual 
General Meeting of the Dorothy Dunnett Society. Later that evening we will 
gather at the ROSL for our annual Gala Dinner with readings, toasts and jol-
lity. 
On Sunday morning we will each make our own way to Edinburgh Castle 
ready for an in depth tour of the castle in the company of three of Scotland’s 
famed Blue Badge guides. ‘High Tea’ in the castle is our lunchtime treat and 
then members will have the option of two afternoon activities. Group 1 will 
take a leisurely stroll down the upper part of the Royal Mile, with a Blue 
Badge guide to point out the many extraordinary buildings of interest both 
historically and for Dunnett enthusiasts. This group will visit some of Edin-
burgh’s famous ‘closes’, possibly visit Gladstone’s Land or the money and 
trade orientated Museum on the Mound. They will pause at the ‘Writer’s Mu-
seum’ to see the Dorothy Dunnett commemorative stone, and finally arrive at 
‘The Real Mary King Close’ for a guided visit to the famous hidden under-
ground lane. 
Group 2 will enjoy a walk to the Surgeon’s Hall Museum in Nicolson Street 
with our guide pointing out places of interest. Once at this extraordinary mu-
seum a volunteer employee will speak about medicine and surgery in Edin-
burgh during the 18th and 19th centuries, whilst showing us the fascinating ex-
hibits. We will be able to see a small exhibition about Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s mentor, Joseph Bell, the prototype of Sherlock Holmes, and another 

about the famous grave robbers Burke and Hare. For the really brave there 
is section on the history of dentistry!  
Please note that this museum is used by medical practitioners and so hu-
man anatomical and pathological specimens are predominant. Graphic sur-
gical procedures are pictured and explained. The building is small,and 
there are a number of steep steps which visitors must climb if they wish to 
reach the upper gallery housing the pathology  museum. Those opting for 
this tour will be required to walk there, strolling back to the High Street af-
terwards for a visit to The Real Mary King Close.  
The popular Sunday meal at Il Castello will take place in the early evening 
giving a much needed opportunity to rest tired feet and enjoy Italian food.  
However those who wish can opt for a special two hour private tour of the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse instead This guided visit starts at 6.30pm when 
all the tourists have gone home, and will include a glass of champagne or 
soft drink, a souvenir brochure and 20 per cent off in the gift shop! This 
will be the final organised event of the weekend. 
After our visit you will be free to make your own dining arrangements at 
any of Edinburgh’s many restaurants, or simply return to your hotel and put 
your feet up! 
 
I hope to see you there! 
 
Kathy Lewis 
Edinburgh Dunnett Weekend Organiser 
 
Please return the booking forms by March 1st 2013. Thank you. 

 Person 1 Person 2 

Name (forename 
and surname) 

  

Address   

   

   

Email   

Tel No   


