
 

Sunday April 17th   

 

9.15am: Assemble outside The Royal Over-Seas League, 100 Princes Street,  
Edinburgh EH2 3AB to board our executive coach.  
9.30am: Coach departs. Please note we are unable to wait for latecomers.  
10.15am: Arrive in Dunfermline, the birthplace of Dorothy Dunnett, where we will 
visit the historic Palace, which, with the Abbey, formed one of the largest and most 
impressive building complexes in medieval Scotland. 
Please note that the ruins are managed by Historic Scotland and are open to the ele-
ments.  Caution is advised for anyone with mobility issues as the ground and ancient 
stone steps are uneven and can be slippery when wet. 
11.20am: The coach departs for the Garvock House Hotel. 
11.30am: Arrive Garvock House Hotel (St John’s Drive, Transy, Dunfermline, KY12 
7TU) where tea, coffee and shortbread will be served. 
Noon: ‘The Leopard in Winter: Edward I in Dunfermline 1303-1304’. Dr Fiona Watson, 
author, broadcaster, historian, and Research Fellow at the University of Dundee. 
1pm: Lunch is served in the Rosemalen Suite. Please could those who have indicated 
dietary requirements on their booking forms make themselves known to the waiting 
staff. 
2.45pm: Depart by coach for Dunfermline Abbey Church. 
3pm:  Tour of Dunfermline Abbey Church, final resting place of King Robert the 
Bruce and the post-Iona burial site of the Kings and Queens of Scotland, 
It may be possible – if time and opening hours permit – for members to visit the  
Andrew Carnegie Birthplace and Museum which is 500 m from the Abbey. 
4.30pm: Prompt departure by coach for Edinburgh 
5.15pm approx.: Arrive at the Royal Over-Seas League and farewell until next year. 
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A very warm welcome to you from our chairman, Betty Moxon, and the Trustees of 
The Dorothy Dunnett Society. Thank you for booking to attend our 2016 Edinburgh 
gathering and Annual General Meeting.  
This year’s Dunnett Weekend will be even busier than usual with two outings, five 
speakers, two celebratory dinners and some mysterious ‘revelry’! We are sure that 
you will enjoy the activities and lectures on offer, as well as catching up with old 
friends, making new ones and discussing all things Dunnett. 
As our days are action packed timing will be of the essence and so we would be very 
grateful if everyone could arrive promptly for the various events. 
Please take a look at the DDS’s event policies which can be found on our website 
www.dunnettcentral.org/society/events-policies. Paper copies of these policies 
will be available on the information desk during registration. 
Do not hesitate to contact Kathy via email on Kathy.Lewis@ddsoc.org should you 
have any queries. 
 
Carole Ross, Jayne Smith, Kathy Lewis, Olive Millward, Sheila MacAllister 
The Dunnett Weekend Organising Team 
 

Friday April 15th 

 

2.15pm: Those attending the guided tour of the Royal Botanical Gardens gather at 
the John Hope Entrance (this is the main entrance) in Arboretum Road. 
2.30-4pm: Garden guides will take us on a tailor made tour of the beautiful gar-
dens with an emphasis on the medicinal herbs and plants of the 14th,15th and 16th 
centuries. After refreshments delegates may stroll around the gardens at their lei-
sure. The gardens close at 6pm. 
The Royal Botanical Gardens are a mile from the centre of Edinburgh in Inverleith 
Row, Arboretum Place, Edinburgh, EH3 5LT. Telephone no 0131 248 2909. Members 
should make their own travel arrangements. Please see the RBG’s website for details 
of buses, parking etc – www.rbge.org.uk  
Please note that in the case of severe weather the gardens may be closed. In the un-
likely event that this should occur the organising team will endeavour to contact 
booked members via email. 
7pm: Those attending the ‘Welcome Meal’ will assemble in the lounge area of The 
Sheraton Hotel’s ‘One Square Restaurant’ (1 Festival Square, Edinburgh EH3 9SR) for 
our three course meal. We will be dining promptly at 7.15pm. Please remember to 
bring a note of your menu choices to avoid confusion. 
Those who have indicated dietary requirements on their booking forms should make 
themselves known to the waiting staff. 

 

Saturday April 16th 

 
9am onwards: Assemble in the Princes Suite on the second floor of The Royal 
Over-Seas League, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh EH2 3AB (near the junction of 
Princes Street and Frederick Street). You will be registered and collect your name 
badge and agenda. Tea and coffee will be served. 
9.50am: Chairman Betty Moxon and members of the organising team will wel-
come you to the 2016 Dunnett Weekend and give out any notices. 
10am: ‘The Private Labyrinth: the books that made Lymond’ – Dr Deirdre  
Serjeantson, Senior Lecturer in Renaissance Literature at the University of Essex, 
discusses those books in the tower room behind the beaten door. There will be an 
opportunity for questions. 
11.15am: Rory MacLellan, winner of the 2015 Dorothy Dunnett History Prize, 
will discuss his winning essay ‘Lord Sanct Johnis: William Knollis and the Transfor-
mation of the Scottish Hospitallers’  
11.45am: All the way from the United States comes our friend Scott Richardson, 
Professor of Classics at Saint John’s University, Minnesota. Scott will be discussing 
his soon to be published book ‘ Dorothy Dunnett’s Lymond Chronicles: The Enig-
ma of Francis Crawford’. 
12.45pm onwards: A buffet lunch will be served in the ROSL’s Castle Restaurant 
also on the second floor. Buffet waiting staff will be on hand to assist those with 
dietary requirements. 
Please remain in the Castle Restaurant after lunch for an hour of ‘Revelry’ courte-
sy of Kathy Lewis, Simon Hedges and Olive Millward. There will be a quiz …but not 
the usual sort!  
2.40pm: ‘Designing for Dunnett’ – ‘Whispering Gallery’ Editor, Suzanne McNeill, 
discusses the eye-opening book covers designed over the decades for Dorothy 
Dunnett’s novels.  
3.20pm: A short break for refreshments. 
3.30pm: The Annual General Meeting of the Dorothy Dunnett Society. Only 
members may attend. Non-members may wish to retire to the bar. 

 

Saturday Gala Dinner 

 

7pm: Assemble at The Royal Over-Seas League bar on the 2nd floor and enjoy the 
playing of our piper, Kenny MacAllister.  
7.30pm: Dinner is served in the Castle Restaurant. Please could those who have 
indicated dietary requirements on their booking forms make themselves known 
to the waiting staff  

 

 

http://www.rbge.org.uk

