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OSCr 

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 Period start date  Period end date 
 Day Month Year  Day Month Year 

From 
01 January 2019 

To 
31 December 2019 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator         

 

Reference and administration details 

 

Charity name  The Dorothy Dunnett Society  

Other names Charity is known 
by 

  

Registered Charity number  SC030649 

Charity’s principal address  206 Overton Road 

  Kirkcaldy  

  Fife 

   Postcode KY1 3JG 

 

Names of the Charity Trustees on date of approval of Trustees’ Annual Report 
 

 

Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if  
not for whole year 

Name of person  
(or body) entitled to  
appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Simon Hedges Chairman   

2 Julia Hart Secretary From 29th April 2019  

3 Lesley Burnie Treasurer   

4 Janet McCourt    

5 Suzanne McNeill    

6 Sarah Mumford    

7 Deborah Conway Read     

8 Nicky Cannon  From 29th April 2019  
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Reference and administration details 

 
Names of all other Charity Trustees during the period, if any (for example, those who resigned part way 
through the financial period) 
 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

Ann Auchterlonie 1st January to 29th April 2019 

Pamela Gordon 1st January to 29th April 2019 
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Structure, governance and management 
 

Type of governing document The Charity is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation. It is 
governed by its constitution, which was adopted on 18th April 2015. The 
Society was incorporated on 28th September 2015 as a result of a 
'Change to SCIO application' by the Society, which was an 
Unincorporated Association registered as a Charity since 1st September 
2000.  
 

Trustee recruitment and appointment Membership of the Board of Trustees is open to all members. Trustees 
are elected at the Annual General Meeting, which is normally held in April. 
Under the constitution, there must be a minimum of four and not more 
than eight Trustees. The Trustees are elected annually, but the Board 
may at any time appoint any member of the Society to join the Board in 
order to fill a vacancy. During 2019, the Board had the maximum number 
of members throughout the year. 
 

 

Objectives and activities 

 

Charitable purposes The Society shall seek to:  
 
a. advance the education of the public concerning the history, politics, 

culture and religion of the 11th, 15th and 16th centuries by promoting 
the study of and research into such subjects generally and into such 
subjects particularly as they relate to the works of Dorothy Dunnett and 
to disseminate to the public the results of such research.  

 
b. foster the appreciation and recognition of the literary works of Dorothy 

Dunnett.  

 
c. ensure that the manuscripts, letters, reference materials and research 

papers of Dorothy Dunnett are preserved and are accessible. 

Summary of the main activities  
in relation to these objects 

The Society has undertaken a wide range of activities that contribute to its 
charitable purposes and to provide public benefit in our promotion of 
knowledge, research and appreciation of the work of Dorothy Dunnett. 
 
The magazine Whispering Gallery was produced quarterly throughout the 
period, covering a range of historical and literary themes that take their 
impetus from Dorothy Dunnett’s books.  
  
Liaison continues with the National Library of Scotland regarding the 
preservation and accessibility of the Dorothy Dunnett archive. This work 
was extended to the Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center in Boston, 
USA, which contains personal and professional information about Dorothy 
Dunnett’s research and works. Our member, Colleen Kubinski, has now 
completed her work investigating and recording the items held there. 
Information from the research undertaken in the Boston archives has been 
published in the Whispering Gallery magazine. 
 
The Society has continued to be active in promoting Dorothy Dunnett's 
books, which have been re-published over 2017, 2018 and 2019 by 
Penguin Books in the UK, and by Vintage Books in the USA. Contact is 
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maintained with Dorothy Dunnett's agent, the publishers and the scriptwriter 
of a potential TV adaptation, as well as the narrators of the audiobooks.  
 
Together with the Historical Writers’ Association and Penguin Books, the 
Society continued the short story competition, which attracted over 130 
entries and a worthy winner whose story was published in the December 
2019 issue of Whispering Gallery. The Society’s contribution towards the 
competition was £1,000. In addition, the six shortlisted authors have had 
their stories published as an e-book by the HWA and Dorothy Dunnett 
Society, available through Amazon. 
 
The Society did not run the Dorothy Dunnett History Prize in 2019 - a 
historical essay competition aimed at PhD students with a prize amount of 
£1,000. This was due to pressure of work making it difficult for University of 
Edinburgh colleagues to play their part in the process. We are considering 
suspending this prize for the time being and instead are currently looking 
for alternative ways of promoting Dorothy Dunnett.  
 
Work continues on the preparation of guides to Dorothy Dunnett locations. 
A revised edition of Edinburgh: The Dorothy Dunnett Guide and a new 
guidebook Russia: The Dorothy Dunnett Guide are both due to be 
published by April 2020, and Istanbul: the Dorothy Dunnett Guide in late 
2020. 
 
In March 2019, on behalf of the Society, one of our members, Kathy Lewis, 
presented a complete set of The Lymond Chronicles, The House of Niccolò 
and a copy of King Hereafter to Stanley Community Library in the Falkland 
Islands.  
 
We were delighted in June that the BooksfromScotland website chose 
Dorothy Dunnett as the inaugural author for their new strand, 
‘Rediscovering’, which brings back into focus authors from the past whose 
books still deserve a spotlight shone on them. One of our members, Mia 
Khachidze, wrote the article for the website. The website has over 9,000 
followers on Twitter, over 1,000 followers on their Facebook page, a mailing 
list of over 2,500 and an average of 4,000 to 5,000 visitors per month on 
the BooksfromScotland website, contributing significantly to the Society’s 
aim of fostering the appreciation and recognition of the literary works of 
Dorothy Dunnett.  
 
We have completed a project to scan and digitise all the back copies of 
Whispering Gallery and its predecessor, Marzipan & Kisses. 
 
Educational visits were organised by the Society and its members in 
Edinburgh, Oxford, Essex and Darmstadt, Germany. These events were 
attended by non-members as well as members and continue to be an 
important way for us to reach out to a broader audience.  
 
Arrangements continue for International Dorothy Dunnett Days to be held in 
November each year when members around the world meet in their own 
locality to mark the anniversary of the publication of the first novel by 
Dorothy Dunnett. This year 26 gatherings took place in the UK, USA, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.  
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 The website, our Twitter account and Facebook page are continually 
updated and are a primary source for promoting appreciation and 
recognition of the literary works of Dorothy Dunnett. Our Facebook and 
Twitter accounts have provided a much-appreciated channel of 
communication for readers around the world. Currently the numbers of 
members of the Facebook page are 872 (14% up on last year) and of 
Twitter are 1,537 (22% up on last year). These figures are higher than the 
membership of the Society itself, which demonstrates the importance of our 
continuing to engage with social media platforms. For the first time this 
year, we have created an Instagram account. This was only introduced in 
October and currently has 88 followers. 
 
The AGM, held in April in Edinburgh, was well attended as usual with 65 
members being present (11% of the membership). 
 
The Trustees recognise the support of members throughout the world who 
contribute in many ways, large and small, toward the continued strength of 
the Society. 
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Achievements and performance  
 

Summary of the main achievements of 
the Charity during the financial period 

 
Income for this period was £41,493.80. Expenditure was £39,197.33, 
giving a surplus of £2,296.47. However, this included prepayments of 
£6,823.44 by members for the annual DDS Weekend centred round the 
AGM in April 2020.  
 
Membership increased to 619 and income from subscriptions increased to 
£20,781.80. However, many of our members chose to sign up for more 
than one year and, as the Society operates on a cash accounting basis 
rather than an accrual accounting basis, income received in any one year 
is not necessarily in line with the numbers of members. 
 
Thanks to the continuing generosity of our members, donations remained 
about the same at £2,350.33. Merchandise income remained about the 
same at £3,451.63, which includes commission from Amazon through the 
website links to that company. We did not receive gift aid from UK 
taxpayers this year but this is a timing issue and we expect to receive it in 
2020.  
 
Four issues of the Society’s magazine, Whispering Gallery, were 
produced this period. The quality of content and presentation is highly 
praised by the membership. Printing unit costs have remained steady 
whilst postage costs have increased by about 3% but remain competitive.  
 
Trustees’ expenses, which are only for travel, were £3,677.37. Some of 
these travel expenses are donated back to the Society. This was a 
reduction on last year’s expenditure, affected by the different composition 
of the Board since 2018. 
 
Administration costs were £3,824.98, which includes room hire and a light 
lunch for Trustees’ Board meetings. The remainder was spent on 
insurance, the Society's website, and AGM expenses, including videoing 
speakers at the Dunnett Weekend and making their talks available on 
YouTube so they are accessible to the wider membership who may not be 
able to attend in person. These videos are also available to be viewed by 
non-members. 
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Financial review 
 

Brief statement of the Charity’s policy 
on reserves 

The Society's policy is to maintain reserves that would be at least 
equivalent to one year’s core business expenditure, which is currently 
£23,000. We also hold a future subscriptions liabilities fund of £8,000 to 
cover those members who pay up to four years in advance. The method 
of calculating these reserves was reviewed in 2017 and the figures 
updated for this year on the same basis. 

Details of any deficit There is a surplus of £2,296.47. This is due to the Society operating on a 
cash accounting basis rather than accrual accounting. Due to the number 
of members who purchase membership up to four years in advance, it is 
likely that there will be a deficit between subscription income received in 
year and expenditure in year until circa 2020 when the majority of prepaid 
members are due to renew. This difference is funded through the 
reserves, which have factored in the prepayments from members. This 
deficit in subscription income has been offset in 2019 by payments 
received in December which are for the annual Weekend to be held in 
April 2020. 

Donated facilities and services (if any) Some Trustees and Officers voluntarily donate their mileage expenses to 
the Society. Some Trustees and Officers travel large distances and all 
voluntarily give of their time to attend meetings. They receive no 
subsistence expenses towards overnight accommodation costs and 
therefore freely donate their services. 
 
All the activities of the Society are supported by the members on a 
voluntary basis. 
 

 

   

APPENDIX 1 
 

Other optional information 

 

The Society will continue its core activities of producing Whispering Gallery on a quarterly basis and holding the 
Edinburgh Dunnett Weekend. 
 
The Society will continue to work with the Historical Writers’ Association and Curtis Brown Literary Agents on running a 
historical short story competition. 
 
Work will continue on producing guides to locations that feature in Dorothy Dunnett’s books. Two new publications, 
Russia: The Dorothy Dunnett Guide and Istanbul: The Dorothy Dunnett Guide are on track to be published in 2020. 
 
Liaison will continue with the National Library of Scotland and the Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center in Boston, 
USA, to ensure that the manuscripts, letters, reference materials and research papers of Dorothy Dunnett, including 
digital and photographic material, are preserved and are accessible.  
 
International Dorothy Dunnett Day will be celebrated by members across the world each autumn close to the 
anniversary of the publication of The Game of Kings, Dorothy Dunnett’s first book. 
 
Members will continue to be encouraged to organise Dunnett-themed educational events in a variety of locations.  
 

 

Declaration 
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The Trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees 
 

Signature(s) SIMON HEDGES LESLEY BURNIE 

Full name(s) Simon Hedges Lesley Burnie 

Position (e.g. Chair) Chair Treasurer 

Date 19th February 2020 19th February 2020 

  
 
 
 
   


